SOCIAL BACKGROUND OF VAZHAKUWAM

The great poets like Vallattol sangforit. OtturUnniNambudiripad
has even published a collection of poems, Vandemataram^in this
spirit. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan NambudirFs name is highly rel-
evant in this situation. The famous Malay alam daily, Manorama,
reports,25 "He is a great patriot. Yesterday, he pointed out Arjuna as
an ideal for those who are actively involved for the motherland.
Bhagavan Krishna advises Arjunato kill even Bhishmapitamahaand
Drona, the great teacher, for protecting the motherland."
Vazhakunnam preached in a touching manner to a large audience
assembled in front of him at Chalappuram, Calicut. But unfortu-
nately, this patriotic son of India breathed his last in 1946, unable to
witness the long desired dawn of independence.

The bhakti movement did play a considerable role in bringing
together the various sections of the society. P.K. Gopalakrishnan
remarks regarding the leaders of bhakti movement, "In social
aspects they emphasised the equality among men. They neglected
the caste-system."26 If Kabir, Nanak, Caitanya and Tukuram
were the leaders of the bhakti movement in India, one can find the
same tone in the famous Malay alam poet Ezhuttacchan also.
Vazhakunnam too was a part and parcel of the same spirit of
bhakti culture and heritage, but in a later generation. The com-

25. See BhaktasiromanL op. cit, p.237-8.

26. P.K. Gopalakrishnan, Keralattinte Samskarika Charitram, The
State Institute of Languages, Trivandmum '84, p.445.

27.1bid., p.445.
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